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Editorial 


Once more a New Year, after a year of dramatic public events, finds librarians as other people 
settling down to what it is hoped will be twelve months of peace and prosperity. It is really 
remarkable how libraries reflect the happenings of the time ; it would not, for example, seem 
that the burning of the Crystal Palace would affect the issues of all South London libraries but 
it did very heavily for a day or two. When the public mind is occupied with an idea it is 
well known that this is reflected in reduced, and occasionally increased, issues. The Jubilee 
of King George V. reduced reference issues everywhere ; and it is to be expected that the 
Coronation of King George VI. will have a like effet. These efforts however are transient, 
and are only felt during the few days of the happenings in question. On the larger count 
we find at the beginning of 1937 that all but new libraries have now reached a position in 
which they can assess the results of other competition. It is alleged that the loss of readers 
who have seceded to the “ twopennies ” is about 4 per cent. on the peak year of 1932-3, 
but the gains are considerabiy in advance of 1930. That is to say, solid progress has been 


* * * * * * 


All librarians are good citizens and loyal liegemen of the Throne. Last year they mourned 
the passing of King George V., a name more intimately conneéted with libraries than that of 
any monarch since Alfred. Our new King has already given evidence of his interest, for, as 
Duke of York, he was to have opened the new Sheffield Central Library on July 5, 1934, but 
on account of his illness his charming Duchess, now our gracious Queen Elizabeth, deputised 
for him in delightful manner. Thus both King and Queen are identified with our movement. 
May their reign be auspicious ; and even the secular may quote the prayer here of Richard 
de Bury: Almighty Author and Lover of peace, scatter the nations that delight in war, which above 
all plagues is injurious to books. 

* * * * * * 

We have for President of the Library Association the Archbishop of York. It is thirty- 
nine years since a leader of religion has held the office. Dr. Temple’s career and achievements 
are a romance, as any reader glancing at Who's Who is made aware. Still in the very prime of 
life, he has been successively President of the Oxford Union, Headmaster of Repton (when 
only 28!), Rector of St. James’s, Piccadilly, Canon of Westminster, and was Bishop of 
Manchester for eight years before his elevation to his present great office. So much on the 
ecclesiastical and academic side: on the social and educational he has shown intense interest ; 
was president of the W.E.A. for sixteen years, and is still chairman of the Central Council for 
Broadcast Adult Education of the B.B.C. Asa writer he is known to us all. He has a command- 
ing personality, remarkable eloquence, and a geniality that places all who meet him at their ease. 

* * * * * * 


The Library Association year must not pass without some reference to the presidency of 
Mr. Ernest A. Savage. The fourth municipal librarian to be eleéted to the highest office in the 
profession, he has fulfilled all our expeétations of him with a quiet, forceful efficiency, and a 
more than ordinary thoroughness. He has, we understand, presided at every meeting of the 
Library Association Council during the year, has attended the opening of many libraries, has 
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contributed some forceful articles to the library press, and has been present not only at our 
own annual conference, but at that of A.S.L.1.B., the conferences of branch associations, and 
at the Summer School at Birmingham he contributed a memorable address. He leaves the 
Chair with a record that his successors will find it difficult to surpass or even to equal. 

No one can speak with more authority than Mr. McColvir on the recent progress of the 
Library Association. If anyone still remains who thinks that the Association is merely a 
debating society without a practical policy and producing little in the way of results, he has 
only to read with a balanced mind the article which we are privileged to publish. Mr. McColvin 
himself is an example of rapid and —- progress ; it is many years since a man of his age 
held so important a position in Library Association affairs, and there are many who regard 
that fact as part of the Association’ s recent advance. 

* * * * * 

The national and imperial drama of 1936 may have had reflections in the literary side of 
libraries, but for libraries themselves it was an undramatic year. Apart from the fact that Mr. 
Edgar John Forsdyke assumed office as the Direétor of the British Museum, there has been no 
first-class library appointment to record. One library has been opened, the Brotherton at 
Leeds University, which is of really national rank. For the rest there has been general progress : 
many small, but immensely valuable new branch libraries, town and county, have come into 
being. There has also been some agitation for libraries in the few towns not possessing them, 
as notably at Weymouth. It is a pleasant but in no ways sensational record. In the world of 
books much the same may be said. Standing in the midst of them it is difficult to prophecy, 
but there have been few books that will have any claims upon posterity ; but classics come 
rarely and the average book has been quite good. 

* * * * * * 

Doubts are expressed in many quarters of the wisdom of the new experiment at Burnley 
by which, since October last, a travelling library has been established. This is a motor van 
fitted as a 7oo-volume library for use in the outer —_ of the town. It bears the legend 
“ Travelling Library. Books brought to your home. t volume for 14 days. All the 
latest books supplied.” We do not suggest that a mrablie i rary which can supply “ all the 
latest books ” for the extra penny per volume must be drawing upon the general funds unduly 
in order to do it ; nor do we question the legality of the business as Burnley appears to have 
a local Act covering libraries. It is the admission of the principle of payment for public 
library services which is dangerous. If it can be admitted in one town, the critics will say, why 
not in others ? If this question is conceded, many people who are now lukewarm about public 
libraries will change to energetic advocates of payment. In this way the great democratic 
basis of the system will also change and it will become degenerate, because “ all the latest 
books ” will have to be provided irrespective of merit, and the ills that might flow from sucha 
situation are obvious. The basis of public library work is equality, and in equality there can 
be no monetary consideration. , 

* + * * * 

Some think that the Libeacies have hot dine much colleétively to stimulate the produétion 
of good books ; indeed, some have gone se far as to say that they are responsible for the 
many bad ones on the market. Librarians deny this as a whole and with reason. They 
encourage good books by the indire& method of refusing, so far as they can, to buy the bad 
ones. In the mass of books for children their task has been heavy ; because more than any 
branch of the book-market this seems to be governed by other than literary standards. Other- 
wise much of the bad stuff called “ juveniles * would never have reached print. The institution 
of the Library Association “ Carnegie Medal” for the best children’s book, as an annual 
award, is a positive step towards encouraging good work in this one direction. It will give 
great advertisement to the seleéted book, and will involve an examination, long overdue, of 


Standards of children’s books. We hope ‘this is a beginning, and that there will be similar 
awards some day for other types of book. 
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The Library Association Since 1930 
By Lionet R. McCotvin 
(Chief Librarian, Hampstead Public Libraries, Hon. Sec. Library Association.) 


WHEN the Editor asked me for some notes on the progress of the Library Association during 
the last five years or so my first thought was that the period was too short to afford any 
striking contrasts. However, when one grows up with people one does not notice, in the 
same way as an outsider does, how they change. So it is with the Library Association ; 
those of us who have been most intimately associated with its work may well be those to 
be most surprised when the aétual figures and faéts are set before them. 

Personally I confess to having been surprised when I saw certain figures which Mr. 
Welsford prepared at my request. Five years is such a short time. Yet, since 1930 the total 
membership of the Association has grown from 2,884 to 5,286 (in 1936). Lest readers should 
think that this increase was due to the union of the L.A. with the A.A.L., I would add that 
this took place in 1929 and consequently the figure of 2,884 for 1930 represents the gross 
joint membership, including over 1,000 transitionals. 

Progress on a wider basis is shown by the growth of the Association’s Register of 
Fellows and Associates. In 1930 there were 1,474 people on the register ; in 1936 there were 
2,289. No one can deny that this represents a very real improvement not only in professional 
Status but also in the condition of the library service which, obviously, is being given to-day 
by a proportion of fully and partly qualified people greater than the actual figure indicates. 
It also means that over 800 people have fitted themselves to do better work and also, we 
hope, to secure for themselves greater rewards and increased interest in their careers. Neither 
must we forget that in addition to those who have secured registration there are the many 
more who are working towards it. We cannot give any accurate comparison regarding the 
number of candidates for the Association’s Examinations because in 1930 the old “ six- 
section ” syllabus was in operation. In 1930, however, there were 1,474 candidates ; in 
1936, 2,289. 

As I have asserted on more than one occasion, the examinational work of the Association 
would alone more than justify the Association’s existence because progress in all the most 
vital aspeéts of librarianship is to some extent contingent upon the recognition of professional 
qualifications and Status. 

Though much has been achieved in this field much remains to be done. It is a field that 
falls naturally into two divisions—education and examination. In the latter division the 
period since 1930 shows progress. To begin with, the examination syllabus has been drastically 
revised. The first transition from the six seétions to the three part system (Elementary, Inter- 
mediate and Final) was made in 1933. Like most transitional schemes it had obvious defeéts, 
though it was a Step in the right dire€tion. During the latter part of our period the Council 
has devoted considerable time and thought, therefore, to a new syllabus which will come 
into operation in 1938 and which should prove to be more satisfaétorily related to the con- 
ditions of the service and the needs of students and which nevertheless will surely raise the 
Status of the Register and the standards of the examinations. In the division of education 
we have not achieved so much. I would be the last to withhold due credit from those in 
the A.A.L. Seétion who have organised and conduéted correspondence tuition. But we 
cannot pretend that correspondence tuition at its best is anything but an inferior substitute 
A — oral training. And since 1930 we have not substantially increased our oral-training 

cilities. 

During the period the Association has been more aétive than ever before in two closely 
related directions—the improvement of conditions of service and the provision of information 
and assistance to the profession and to library authorities. Both are funétions implicit in 
the Association’s charter; both are tasks in which every member can co-operate with the 
council and headquarters ; both are duties which the Association was probably never before 
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in a position to undertake fully but to which, now that they have been so successfully initiated, 
the Association is justified in devoting its utmost energies. 

I cannot give you any Statistics relating to the work that has been done to improve con- 
ditions of service. I am prepared, however, to State that salaries, hours, holidays, the number 
of staff employed, grading—all those elements concerning the personal well being of library 
workers—are now very much better on the whole throughout the country than they were 
in 1930. And knowing what I do of the aétivities of the Conditions of Service Committee 
and of the office it would be definitely unjust to deny that a considerable part of this improve- 
ment has resulted direétly and indireétly from Library Association action. The various general 
recommendations and salaries scales published by the Association have led to improvements, 
of some degree, in many places where they have not been adopted in toto. More than this, 
during the last two or three years the Association must have dealt with some hundreds of 
individual cases. In some of these cases the L.A. has itself made the approach to authorities 
where improvement was urgently necessary ; in others—and the number is steadily increas- 
ing—the authorities or their officials have themselves sought the information which would 
enable them to deal with staff questions on a basis altogether more reasonable and just than 
was possible in the old days. Because the L.A. has always endeavoured to be helpful rather 
than censorious and because it has kept itself alive to realities it has succeeded far more often 
than we once thought possible. I frankly admit that when the three or four original members 
of the Conditions of Service Committee first sat to consider a few appalling cases brought to 
our notice by branches we were far too modest in our expectations. 

The truth, however, is that library authorities need information more often than they 
merit blame. The library service has grown up (or, sometimes, failed to grow) in an 
atmosphere of isolation and individualism. This atmosphere has fostered development 
in many cases but it has hindered it in others. It is very necessary that each library authority 
and each librarian should know what is being done elsewhere, what is practicable, what is 
desirable. For example, when a library is under-manned with an underpaid staff I believe 
that this is because the authority is not sufficiently informed to know that it is under-manned 
more often than it is because it does not wish to improve matters or cannot afford to do so. 
What applies to staff applies to everything else. 

The task to which the Association has set itself is that of providing this information— 
of colleéting it, making it available, and, in due course, of basing upon it considered State- 
ments as to desirable standards of provision and efficiency. The basis of every information 
service is a library. The L.A. has always had a library but of its early adventures and 
vicissitudes the less said the better. Sufficient that the L.A. has no longer any need to be 
ashamed of its library now that it has been put in order and considerably augmented. We 
should have at Chaucer House, as far as is now humanly possible, everything in print which 
deals with librarianship, past, present and future. We have made a very good beginning. 

Closely associated with the library is the Information Bureau, a quickly growing organi- 
sation which already includes information, detailed and up to date, on most aspeéts of our 
work, at home and abroad. The material relating to Great Britain, based initially upon the 
questionnaire which provided, infer alia, the data for the published “ Statistics of 
Urban Public Libraries,” has been augmented by the personal surveys conduéted by repre- 
sentatives who have recently visited nearly every public library, most of the 
university libraries and many special libraries in Great Britain and Northern Ireland. This 
survey, made possible by a generous grant from the Rockefeller Foundation, will, we hope, 
serve the further purpose of reminding all those librarians who were visited that this work 
is being done for /heir benefit—that it is in effe€&t an organisation by which we can be of mutual 
assistance. In due course it is hoped to publish some of the results of the survey (which 
embraced also all European and North American countries excepting Spain and Italy, in 
all of which valuable international contaéts were established). Nevertheless it would be 
impossible ever to publish more than a fraction of the information obtained. If any reader 
who has not yet used the Information Bureau has occasion to do so I would offer him that 
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best proof of the pudding ; the Bureau is already being used extensively ; I believe I can 
say without fear of contradiétion that those who use it find it really valuable. 

Passing to our more domestic affairs—the period has been an eventful one in the history 
of the Association. It has seen the consolidation of its finances, the improvement of its 
machinery and its acquisition of fine permanent premises for headquarters. Shortly before 
the date with which it begins the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust had commenced a series 
of annual diminishing grants to the L.A. and a pound for pound capitation grant for new 
members, with the objeét of so strengthening the L.A. that it could effectively carry out all 
the objects of its charter. Not only did this policy succeed ; it helped to place the Association 
in a position to accept and reconstruct the freehold land and premises offered by the Trust 
and now known as Chaucer House. My predecessor in office, Mr. Ernest A. Savage, 
undoubtedly played a vital part during this critical period. One must not forget, however, 
the work of the then Hon. Treasurer, Mr. H. Tapley-Soper. Mr. Tapley-Soper brought to 
bear upon our affairs a real genius for financial administration. We shall never know quite 
how much we owe him for his was a difficult task—we had to economise to the utmost and 
invest with wisdom yet we had not to economise at the expense of the desirable aétivities 
to do which we sought the financial resources and the headquarters’ facilities. The Associa- 
tion has been fortunate in finding in Mr. Cashmore a successor very different perhaps in 
temperament but possessing no less “ canniness ” and devotion to the Association, coupled 
with an idealism all his own. In the Chairman of the Finance Committee (and of the Council), 
Mr. R. J. Gordon, he has very able a Whatever else the Association does or does 
not do it will, with these two men to guide it, build firmly upon our present financial founda- 
tions. And, after all, we can achieve little without money and very much with sufficient. 


I had not intended to introduce personalities but since I have done so I must say a word 
about the man whose new edition of a great book has prompted this article—Mr. W. C. 
Berwick Sayers, Chairman of the Executive Committee and President Designate for 1938. 
Mr. Sayers brings something very personal into the Association’s affairs—charm of manner, 
impartiality and a flexible forward-looking mind. Believe me these qualities are very appro- 
priate to the office he now holds and the higher one for which he has been well chosen. For 
the Executive Committee of the L.A. during the last two or three years has had many difficult, 
complicated and often highly debatable matters to consider. These matters are largely still 
before us. I refer especially to the question of government control and the reorganisation 
proposals. On the former, thanks to a great extent to Mr. Sayers’ chairmanship, the Associa- 
tion is, members may be assured, thinking clearly and constructively. This is a matter upon 
which it may be wisest to hasten slowly ; yet surely the history of the future will show it 
to have been a good thing that the controversy was initiated and pursued. Of the 
“ reorganisation ” proposals I will not speak as they are sub judice. At least I will say this. 
In the course of this lengthy business we have all very thoroughly weighed in the balance 
all those things we do, don’t do and could do and how best to do them. We have in faé& 
taken Stock (or rather | would say we are still taking stock) of our resources and possibilities. 


I have not space to mention other changes, big and little, which have taken place during 
a time of real aétivity—nor to refer to the valuable work of such other chairmen of committees 
as Messrs. Benson Thorne, Gurner Jones, J. D. Stewart, and others, like Hilton Smith, 
Charles Nowell, Arundell Esdaile and—you know them—who have given good service to 
the Association and to librarianship. 1 want, however, in conclusion, to mention one other. 
During the last few years the L.A. has grown from a relatively small organisation with definitely 
limited aétivities to one which does really represent all phases of librarianship and has untold 
possibilities for future development. If the L.A. had not had, in its secretary, Mr. P. S. J. 
Welsford, a man sufficiently keen to embrace as his own the ideals for which we stand, and 
sufficiently capable to provide the essential service machinery and to keep it ahead of the 
ever-increasing demands made upon it, the Council and members could not have achieved 
anything approaching the progress of these years. 
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Five Years’ Progress: A Review 
By F. Seymour Smirn, F.L.A. (Deputy Borough Librarian, Hornsey). 


Ir has always been a general complaint that things in the library world move slowly. If 
the complaint is justified then there should be little difference between the fourth edition 
of Brown’s Manual of Library Economy and the fifth, which has just been completed by the 
indefatigable Mr. Berwick Sayers.* The !ast edition appeared in 1931 and evoked criticism 
of two kinds: some said there was no need for such a comprehensive manual nowadays ; 
others that the revision was conservative and did not provide a summary of the best practice 
in modern librarianship. 

It is true that the scheme or plan of the Manua/ has not been changed, but that is a tribute 
to its original author. There can be no doubt that he, more than any other librarian, helped 
the public library movement towards a good uniform standard of routine and praétice, 
Brown’s Manua/ \aid the foundations of modern library economy, and we are not likely in 
England to see any fundamental changes in it, short of the complete change which a great 
social upheaval or an unanticipated invention in book form or produétion would produce, 
At the same time nearly every process and aétivity in library work has been improved since 
1914. The purpose of the revisions of this standard text-book is to register and describe 
those changes if they are likely to be permanent. Experiment, save for casual allusion, 
finds no place here: periodical literature, and The Year’s Work in Librarianship, is obviously 
the right home for descriptions of new ideas. But developments of existing practice and 
new methods which appear sound and permanent should certainly be treated in the suc- 
cessive editions of this work. Those who compare the fourth and the latest editions will 
find that Mr. Berwick Sayers has done his work well. The book has reached a Standard 
of excellence and usefulness which, as it is a reflection of the practice in the best libraries, 
is a compliment to British librarianship. 

There is no sound argument for denying the need for a comprehensive text-book of 
librarianship, giving in 600 pages a complete survey of the principal features of our work. 
Certainly no Student can afford to ignore this new edition, and it is probable that there is 
no librarian living, not even Mr. Sayers himself, who would not learn something important 
about his work by reading straight through the book from cover to cover. 

This fifth edition is indeed a most important one, for the book differs so much in 
appearance and contents that it may almost be described as a new work. It is not possible 
to detail all the improvements but some attempt must be made to indicate the most important. 
In the first place the book is immensely improved in appearance and produétion. In place 
of the ugly binding and lettering of the old editions the publisher has given the work a pleasing 
cover of green buckram with the name lettering stamped in good capitals on the spine only; 
the illustrations have been thoroughly revised; the type-setting and paper are more pleasing, 
and the elementary faults of book production which marred the earlier editions have been 
avoided. Some indication of the extent of revision may be given by pointing out that the 
index in the 1931 edition extended to 14 columns while that in the new one needs nearly 17 
columns. Further, there are now 646 numbered paragraphs as against 628. But nearly 
every one of the paragraphs has apparently been recast and many have had to be entirely 
re-written. 

New subjeéts dealt with include Libraries for Adolescents, the Dickman System of 
Charging, printing, book conveyors, book stacks, students’ carrels, radio discussion groups, 
and regional bureaux. It will be seen that those aspects of librarianship which have changed 
most in the last five years—planning, charging, publicity, co-operation and extension work— 
are thus given significant attention. 


* Manual of Library Economy, by }. D, Brown. sth edition, revised and enlarged by W. C. Berwick Savers. 
pp. xx., 91. (Grafton, 30s. net). 
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Useful plans of the latest buildings, including some only recently completed, increase 
the usefulness of the paragraphs on planning and design. Entirely new is the attention 
devoted to the printing of bulletins. Special pages of excellent examples from Dagenham, 
Liverpool and Dorset have been speedeaeds The paragraph dealing with this topic might 
indeed have been strengthened by calling attention to the service the Langston Monotype 
Company have rendered to even small printers. Mr. Sayers gives the impression that good 
printing is Still expensive ; but many librarians have found that if the local printer can be 
persuaded to invest in up-to-date machinery then good work costs but little more than the 
common dreary stuff. The important point is, of course, that the local printer will not 
consider changing his work unless he finds he loses good orders because of his inability to 
compete in quality and price with the larger firms. 

Qualified librarians will no doubt use this authoritative text-book as a work of reference 
only, but students and younger members of the profession will do well to study it in detail. 
Many who take a short view of the work of a librarian will have to admit that the library 
worker of to-day must master much detailed technique before real efficiency is attained. 
There are still far too many librarians of all ranks who are practically unaware of the develop- 
ments of the last few years. That is to say that although nearly everybody could state, for 
one example, what ASLIB means and what work it does, only a minority appear to relate 
their knowledge to the problems of their everyday work. ASLIB was faceaial os deal with 
a special part of library work ; it has developed a system of indexing information and has 
formed specialised contaéts ; it possesses the clerical and special machinery needed to cope 
with certain well-defined problems of librarianship. Thus much is well known to all, and 
Mr. Sayers rightly draws attention to these faéts. Yet many librarians continue to deal with 
their problems in exaétly the way they would have dealt with them in 1926, in what we may 
call pre-Hoddesden days.t| Knowledge of these activities is useless if tucked away dormant : 
it must be on the surface ready to be used. I use this particular example because it concerns 
one of the most significant developments of recent years. 

Those seétions of the Manual dealing with planning, furniture and interior decoration 
also emphasise important changes. The illustrations show that the improvements in the 
Style and decoration of civic buildings occasionally noticeable in new Town Halls have not 
always passed the modern public library by. The effect of the absence of fussy ornament 
at Shefheld combined with the good design of the furniture and fittings contrasts delightfully 
with that of the libraries illustrated in the earlier editions. 

If enough has been written to show that this new edition is well worth the attention of 
every library worker then now is the time to stop, for one could write a small pamphlet on 
many noteworthy details. When the sixth edition is being prepared, it is to be hoped that 
the author will receive written criticisms from all who feel they have something of value 
to say about the Manua/, for it appears from the preface that the work is no longer a private 
affair; like the Irishman’s fight, anyone may join in, and may be assured that his help will 
be accepted and generously acknowledged. When that time comes the paragraph on the 
London Public Libraries Union Catalogue should be revised, as this is a union catalogue of 
all the non-fiétion stock of the Metropolitan libraries and not, as Stated, of reference books 
only. The paragraph on stocktaking might also be revised to include a sentence or two on 
the increasing number of libraries where it is considered a waste of time if done annually, 
re = the book-census, which it may be predicted, will become more popular in the next 

ade. 

The only serious fault the present writer can find with the work is the extraordinary 
omission of the official Salary Scale of the L.A. In reprinting out-of-date scales Mr. Sayers 
has done the profession a disservice, for his work is rightly regarded as authoritative and 
his Statements are regarded in most libraries by officials and councillors alike, with the respec 
they undoubtedly deserve. Hence the importance of giving publicity toand recommending 
the recent work of the L.A. in the salary improvement question. Mr. Sayers does state 


~The Gir conference of ASLIB was held at Hoddesden, Herts. 
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that the scales he prints are unsatisfactory. Why not then, omit them altogether and refer 
to the most satisfactory scales produced to date ? 

A further improvement might be made in future editions by printing in an mag a 
Statement showing the accommodation provided in a score of representative libraries of 
recent date. This information given in tabular form would save much time now spent by 
librarians in searching out these important facts. It might even help toward producing the 
minimum standard in planning which has so far received little attention. 


The Library Association Conference 


By A De.ecate—To Be. 
PRELIMINARY invitations to the 1937 conference at Scarborough reached members of the 
Library Association appropriately on New Year’s Day. This seasonable reminder is one on 
which the secretary may be congratulated, as it was obviously designed ; we have had reason 
to recognize on more than one occasion the admirable business acumen which Mr. Welsford 
brings to his office, and this is an example of it. 

The Conference, as said and as we all know, is to be held at Scarborough from May 
31$t to June 4th. The date is again the early one—this year even earlier than last—which 
has caused controversy. It is true, as we ourselves have pointed out, that June is a bad month 
for all librarians attached to colleges and schools, because it is the month when General 
Schools, Matriculation, and even the major university examinations, are held; and these 
librarians have often a direct interest in these examinations, some of them as examiners or 
invigilators ; and it seems hard that they should be deprived of participation in the library 
event of the year. It may be argued that as their interests are specialist they are probably 
better served by their own seétion conferences ; but that is exactly the point of view that 
we have challenged for so long. Every librarian’s mind needs the ventilation it can get only 
in contaé with librarians of other sorts than his own. The main drawback to L.A. Con- 
ferences and the L.A. mentality over many years has been the prevalence of the public library 
spirit, and the public library outlook, which have amounted to a public library dominance. 
This has been recognised by the public librarian himself. He has tried for many years to 
aap to his university and research colleagues that his and their problems are, aw fond, one ; 

ut only in recent years did he seem in any way to be successful. The specialist librarians 
are now in the Association, and it has no more loyal members. But a democratic manage- 
ment is a dangerous one to any minority in a membership, and it has been the vote of the 
majority which ended September conferences. 

On the other hand, as we have said in these pages often enough, September is a month 
when conferences on any scale are a nuisance in those towns which can accommodate them. 
It is commonplace that a L.A. conference, with its more than 1,200 delegates, can go only 
to towns with ample hotel space, and, except in one or two large cities, and not always in 
them, such a provision can be found only at watering places or other holiday resorts. Sep- 
tember is a holiday month when these resorts are still full of visitors willing to pay high 
season charges ; and few of the members have not at one time or another experienced some 
difficulty in getting good accommodation. Moreover, the services rendered have no adequate 
relation to the charges made; Britons on holiday acquiesce like sheep in the mediocre rooms 
and food at top prices which are chara¢teristic of their favourite resorts. 

That, however, is only part of the objeétion to September, although it may be a sub- 
stantial one where delegates of authorities have no adequate conference allowances, and our 
prices are compared with those of accountants, engineers, eleétricians and others who meet 
in June asa rule. In September the political, public and other worlds of influences are also 
on holiday ; the press is occupied with silly season stuff; and important folk will not break 
their vacations to address conferences. _We had ample evidence of this in the London 
Conference of 1934, when hardly a dignitary of any sort graced the proceedings, and our 
press was ni/. There is, therefore, much to be said for May and June. Is it enough to balance 
the disadvantages we have stressed ? 
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The Scarborough Conference surely gives us a chance for New Year’s resolutions of 
value. Item: we will attend the conference and book our accommodation early ; item : 
we will give some thought to the programme itself to see if we can extract some good for our 
own case from it. If we don’t think we can, we should endeavour to let the Conference 
Committee—for there 7s one at Chaucer House—know in what ways it fails to be of service 
to us. Our quite common attitudes are: the subjects are not interesting or at any rate vital, 
and something else should have been chosen. Well, to take that first. It is most improbable 
that any programme will be of equal attraGtion to everybody. (Usually however men and 
women assume that they have no interest in things to which they have given no hearing. They 
are rather like the child who does not like tomatoes because he has never tried them. The 
only criticism of this sort that is worth while is such as Milne’s Mary Jane offered to rice 
pudding ; she had had it too often.) Even when a vital and carefully systematized programme 
is provided, as at Manchester in 1935, there are not wanting critics who complain of system, 
which they call repetition. Let the critics suggest subjeéts. After all, what is the Library 
Association but the collection of ourselves, and if we are dull and uninspired what right have 
we to expect brilliance and inspiration from someone else ? What, dear Reader, have you 
yourself ever contributed to your own Association ? Much, we hope, but it may have been 
little. But surely you have some ideas at times ? Chaucer House always welcomes ideas— 
even if you think otherwise it still does. 

What, then, is the Scarborough programme ? We may confess ourselves that we might 
have liked some more system in it, but we also like what is in it. Of course, we like Scar- 
borough, the northern Bournemouth, although it is more bracing than its larger Southern 
rival; it has a fine situation and a noble contour. Then the people there are Yorkshire 
people, and that means not only Yorkshire Relish, which was probably invented by a Scot ; 
it means good cheer, and some of the best cooking. Get these things right and much else 
will follow. ‘‘ There is more spiritual uplift,” an American librarian remarked to Mr. Jast 
at an A.L.A. conference, “ in a lunch well and punétually served than in many inspirational 
addresses.” We leave that at that. 

The president is Archbishop Dr. Temple. His Grace knows much about popular educa- 
tion and has been and Still is a pillar of the Adult Education movement, and we know to-day 
—for have we not wireless evidence who have not seen him ?—is a fine speaker. His tre- 
mendous position has not robbed him of the best attributes of a great Englishman and he is 
a significant figure of our age. He will draw many to Scarborough and will cause many minds 
to be fixed on that place in June. 

We have been provided with a list of hotels and a good plan of the town. The head- 
quarters are to be at St. George’s Hotel in St. Nicholas Street, which is a nice place and is 
conveniently situated. The programme, as is reasonable at this early stage, we have in outline 
only. The presidential address we take for granted as a contribution of character and weight. 
Of the general papers one would infer that library policy, committee work and publicity are 
the matters that have inspired them. It will be remembered that Dr. Alexander Sandison 
contributed a finely-reasoned paper to the London conference on the relation of the library 
committee to the librarian which put librarians deftly into their own place. Of course, 
librarians have their revenge from time to time and expatiate upon the duties and short- 
comings of committees rather more often than is good, even if they do sometimes have curious 
members of committee to manage. Here Miss Kingsmill Jones, the chairman of the Man- 
chester Libraries Committee, is to deal with the policy and praétice of committee work to-day. 
That is a general session, but committee-men are also to have a round-table discussion on the 
general trend of policy, which ought to be useful. There are three such round-table meetings, 
the other two being on “ Our Current Problems ” and on Hospital Libraries. The second 
of these is obviously desirable ; and the first would seem to offer a safety valve for those 
little grouses and a place for pooling those little difficulties to which we are all prone. It 
would be good to approach such meetings with some definite problems. Mr. Cashmore, 
who spent some months in Russia last yeat, is to tell a general session about the libraries 
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there ; and I believe there is a good deal to be told. Mr. M. C. Pottinger, the successful 
secretary of the North-Eastern Regional Library System, makes a hobby of the Film, and he 
is to relate the cinema to the library at a general session. We are glad to see that Mr. W. H. 
Smettem, the librarian of Scarborough, is to figure in the programme with “ The Librarian 
and His Public,” because he has managed to provide Scarborough with a capital public 
library, attractive, effective and successful, and his contribution should be a noteworthy one. 

That is as far as the matter can be discussed as a New Year consideration. There will 
be meetings of the seétions as usual, of course, and an excursion of some sort. Scarborough 
itself will be something to look forward to and Mr. Smettem and his local committee are 
obviously doing all they can to make the conference entirely worthy of our tradition. How 
many members affer a conference have the thought to write thanking the local secretary 
for the arduous work involved in making a successful conference ? Let us keep that safely 
in the back of our minds as we make our New Year resolutions. 


More Interavailability 


In the fifth edition of Brown’s Manual which came into my hands on January 18st, I find 
(page 416) these useful words: “ The time is near, however, when the production of the 
readers’ tickets, if they are current, will be sufficient passport to a new library. In this way 
not only is provision made for holidays, but readers removing from one town to another 
are able to take up library membership without delay in the new town. The method should 
be universal.” This is a repetition of an idea now universally known but, in spite of the 
gallant efforts of Birmingham, not yet universally adopted. There are arguments against the 
interchange of books implied, but we should have difficulty in expressing them, and certainly 
they are only arguments and are not objections. 

When Brown wrote on the subjeé& in 1903 he said: “ This is a method of book distribu- 
tion which has not been tried to any extent among British municipal libraries, and some 
organization would be required to place it on a working basis. Briefly, the idea is to enable a 
public library which has not got a particular book to borrow it from some library which has, 
assuming all the responsibility for its safety and due return.”” He even goes on to envisage 
a time when all libraries, public and private, shall interchange their treasures, and so redeem 
from disuse the “ thousands and thousands of valuable and useful books lying idle and 
neglected in every part of the country; a waste of power which is sad to contemplate.” 
He says that privately he has done it on many occasions “ with excellent results, and certainly 
to the amazement and joy of our borrowers, whose admiration for our resources and command 
of literature in other libraries has made them life-supporters of the library.” All this was 
written 34 years ago! It takes many years for the simplest of ideas to penetrate to the general 
mind. The really progressive librarian sees of course that there are difficulties in all forms of 
co-operation. They are affairs of give and take, and some libraries, we know too well, are 
called upon to do most of the giving and have little chance of taking. Is there really much 
difficulty here ? There is the fear of losing books ; but what books, and how many, would be 
lost in an average year ? There is the dislike of lending books paid for by “ our ratepayers ” 
to the ratepayers of other towns. Why,—when the time may come when we need books 
the other ratepayers have provided ? Even the greatest town does not live on its own 
financial resources ; ratepayers somewhere else are its main means of support. That is 
elementary economics. 

Brown said in 1903: ‘‘ This kind of exchanging could be managed better in London 
than anywhere else.” So thirty years later we have the great London Union Catalogue with 
its million entries, but, curiously, every public /ending library in London has remained an 
independent unit. Officially these librarfes are in no regional system and they do not (again 
officially) interlend lending library books. Privately, as in Brown’s time, they do of course 
lend to one another generously and in that comradely spirit which, heaven be praised, is the 
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best attribute of the modern librarian. It was time this was made official ; and we learn with 
great relief that Bethnal Green, Poplar and Stepney have now arranged that their tickets 
shall be interchangeable. This is really a fine beginning, and we do not attribute it altogether 
to the faét that all three systems have new librarians ! The suggestion was there already. 
The dweller or worker in any of these three boroughs can now have access by means of 
a bus ride, or even by a not unreasonable walk, to a lending library stock of nearly a quarter 
of a million volumes. This is an advance on which we congratulate everyone concerned. 

But, consider, the three good boroughs are only one-ninth of the London Boroughs, 
and their stocks, fine as in the aggregate their figure is, are only a fraétional part of the public 
lending library resources of London. There are over two millions of volumes in them all, 
and pra¢tically every book that is alive is amongst them. The moral is obvious. The committee 
on the London Union Catalogue has possibly views on the matter. Let London at least show 
that in generous mutual help it is not behind Birmingham and many other provincial towns ; 
and when London throws off its parochial methods the whole country will follow. If it does 
not throw them off voluntarily, is there not a possibility that it may be made to do so? 
Meanwhile, we are very happy to recognize what has already been achieved. May 1937 see 
its extension ! H.L.T, 


Two Great Catalogues: Some Points of Difference 


By R. A. Peppre. 


I HAVE recently spent a good deal of time reading and extraéting titles from the printed 
Catalogues of the British Museum and the Bibliothéque Nationale, and | have found con- 
siderable interest in comparing the methods of Cataloguing adopted by the two institutions. 

To begin with, it must be noted that the two catalogues are based on different principles. 
That of the British Museum includes roughly the whole Contents of the Department of 
Printed Books, whether anonymous or bearing the name of an author. The Bibliothéque 
Nationale on the contrary limits its catalogue to names of aythors alone, although it gives 
cross-references from names of editors, etc., to works which are not included in the catalogue. 


Anonymous Books. 

The British Museum catalogues its anonymous books, whether the author is known 
or not, by a series of obscure rules, under some word selected from the title-page as being 
the most important, and relegating any supposed author’s name to a cross-reference. The 
anonymous book, whose authorship is known or suspected, is treated by the Bibliothéque 
Nationale as having an author, the name of the supposed author being supplied in the title 
in brackets. A note refers to any other author to which the work is attributed. Here occurs 
a marked difference between the methods of writing titles for the catalogue of the two libraries. 
The Parts method is to include in the title the author’s name (in brackets when it is supplied 
from elsewhere) as it appears on the title-page, but London omits this, so that it is impossible 
to tell from entries in the British Museum Catalogue, the form of name used by the author 
at different stages of his career. 

Jomnr AUTHORSHIP. 

Books by two or more authors receive very different treatment in the two libraries. 
Paris does not recognize joint authorship, full entries being given under each author as if 
the work was by him alone. All the names appear in the title as they occur on the title-page 
so this can perhaps be justified, but to my mind the British Museum method is much better, 
where a joint authorship is treated as a separate entity, with cross-references from the second 
and third authors. 

PAGINATION AND ILLUSTRATIONS. : 

Another interesting point is the method of indicating the number of pages, and whether 

the work contains plates or illustrations, It is curious that both catalogues only indicate 
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the pagination as finishing with the last printed figure which frequently means that the work 
has an odd number of pages which is impossible. Paris gives the preliminaries in roman 
figures or if unnumbered says “ piéces liminaires,” and if there is an index after the pagination 
without numbers says “ et l’index.” London omits any mention of unnumbered leaves, 
This point is not important as a complete collation is not possible or required and the idea 
is simply to differentiate between a 10-page pamphlet and a 200-page book, and to enable 
the reader to judge whether the work is likely to meet his purpose. As regards illustrations, 
the Paris method seems to vary somewhat, but as a general rule, the presence of plates, illus- 
trations, maps and tables is indicated by “ pl., tab., fig., carte.” The number of plates is 
rately indicated so that a work may have one or one hundred plates. In the case of maps 
the plural “ cartes ” is used when necessary. In the new British Museum Catalogue an attempt 
has been made to indicate the presence of plates, but not that of illustrations in the text. If 
anything in the title indicates the existence of plates nothing is added, but where no such 
reference exists the words “ plates” or “ maps ” is added. If the plates are numbered the 
number is included. The early volumes of the Paris Catalogue do not seem to have as many 
notes of pagination, plates, etc., as the later ones, but I regret I did not notice when the full 
details were first supplied. 
TRANSLATIONS OF FOREIGN TITLES. 


The Bibliothéque Nationale Catalogue has one feature which is entirely wanting from 
that of the British Museum. Titles of works in foreign languages (excluding the classical, 
the modern Latin and English languages) are supplemented by a translation in French. The 
compliment to the English language may be specially noted. 


UNDATED Books. 


The practice in cataloguing works without dates either on the title-page or in the pre- 
liminary matter differs in the two catalogues. Paris does not seem to make any research at 
all and even when there is a date in the title (say of a sermon or leéture) simply put ”’ (s.d.) ” 
in the imprint. The British Museum on the other hand gives a date to every title. If it 
is impossible to supply this information from internal evidence, the date is given from the 
physical appearance of the book and they are not often very far out. A specialist on a par- 
ticular subject, press or period can sometimes make a few corrections in the attributed dates, 
but this work on undated books is one of the best features of the British Museum Catalogie. 


CATALOGUE ENTRIES. 
I have copied in full the entries relating to one book from both the Bibliothéque Nationale 
and the British Museum Catalogues and have added the entry for the same book from the 
Gesamtkatalog of the Prussian Libraries for purpose of comparison. 


BIBLIOTHEQUE NATIONALE. 
AGassiz (Louis) Histoire naturelle des Poissons d’eau douce de l'Europe Centrale, 
par L. Agassiz.—Neuchédtel, |’auteur 1839. 2 livraisons en 1 vol. in—fol. oblong. 
La tre livr. se compose de 27 pl. en couleurs représentant les espéces des genres 
Salmo et Thymallus, avec texte explicatif. La 2e livr., contenant /’ Anatomie des 
Salmones, se compose de 11 pl. en noir, sans texte. 


BRITISH MUSEUM. 

Acassiz (Louis Jean Rodolphe) Histoire naturelle des poissons d’eau douce 
de Europe centrale... Planches. (With descriptions in French, German and 
English.] Neuchatel, 1389 [1839]. Obl. fol. 

The second part of this work, entitled “‘ Embryologie des Salmones”, was written by 
Carl Vogt, Professor of Natural Hiftory at Geneva, 
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GESAMTKATALOG. 

Aaassiz, Louis. 1829: Histoire naturelle des poissons d’eau douce de |’Europe 
centrale par Ls. Agassiz. Livr. [1-3 nebst] Tafelbd zu 3.—Neuchatel: Auteur 
[1839]-1842. 

[1] Planches 1389 (vielm: 1839) 

2[=Tafelbd]. L’anatomie des Salmones. o. J. 

[3] Vogt, K[arl] : Embryologie des Salmones. [Nebst] Tafelbd. 1842. 


I should be much interested to see the full entry for the book catalogued above as it appears 
in the catalogues of other great libraries. 

Generally speaking I think it may be said that the British Museum headings give more 
details of authors’ names, except perhaps in the case of some French noblemen, when naturally 
the Paris catalogue is able to supply additional information. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 


A few days before Christmas (I write this in the days of dyspeptic gloom which follow 
the festive season) I was interested to read, in a contemporary, that X, a town whose library 
has still to be numbered among those to which new assistants are direéted for the latest methods 
and ideas, has decided to remove its indicator and to embark upon the stormy seas of open- 
access. “‘ Better to be three hours early than one minute late,” says the Bard of Avon. 
“ Better to be three hours late than one minute early,” says X. But this is unkind of me. 
It does show that development is taking place in even our own 


SPECIAL AREAS. 


Bravo X! May your confidence never fail you and may you never lose any books to 
gentlemen in enormous overcoats with poacher’s pockets! Incidently, my friend, it never 
tails to surprise me that so many of our great librarians of the present and of the recent past 
clung tenaciously to the indicator until it crumbled in their hands. I know that this is a 
perplexing world (and has been for the past seven thousand years) but surely there are better 
leaning posts than indicators. 


Now all this profound musing on keeping the public out and 


LETTING THE BLIGHTERS IN 


coincided with a request from our Editor that I should write for the present number of our 
journal, which is to deal specially with the library progress of the last few years, to celebrate 
(I think I may use the word) the publication of he sth edition of the Brown-Sayers Manual. 
Hence X and its doomed indicator. 

Even 


Harp Bortep CHIEFs 


like you and me, who often like the past better than the present, must admit that we have 
seen much recent progress in librarianship. The fact that the 4th edition of the “ Manual ” 
seems already to “ date” is an interesting sidelight on this. 

How can we analyse the progress which has taken place? (I love to split up things 
into their elements—a result either of my boyhood’s affection for chemistry (Latin, “ splittus ” 
—to blow up, etc.) or of the efforts of the tutor who laboured gamely to get me through 
the old seétional certificate in classification.) 
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First of all, we have seen many new libraries and many new library systems. The growth 
of suburban London (may it stop soon!) has built up vast new populations where I used 
to walk by field-path and grassy ride. (We walked—they hike—much good may it do them! ) 
Split up into U.D.C.’s, usually, | regret to say, retaining a string of place-names in their 
official designation (Mudbury, Jerryville and By-passed Urban Distriét Council, etc.), these 
new areas have been permitted by beneficent County Councils to contraé out of their jurisdic- 
tion for library purposes. (‘‘ Not always ”—did I hear you whisper ? Husn!) Hence new 
library systems have grown up to serve areas which grow and grow and grow until the 
speculative builder is satisfied that only one blade of grass is growing where ten used to 


grow. Certain older towns have also realised their responsibilities and initiated library 


services. 

New library services do not always mean new libraries. 

THE MENACE OF THE CONVERTED BUILDING, 

be it dwelling-house, club-house, mortuary, chapel, school or what-not, is still with us. 

The last few years have shown some improvement in staffing. We now get a better 
choice of youngsters for our junior assistants, largely because we pay them better and give 
them better prospects. Senior assistants are better paid, although much Still remains to be 
done in many areas. Chiefs again, while these indispensable funétionaries are seldom 
remunerated as they should be, are better off than they were (I think it would be possible 
to form quite a healthily large motoring seétion of the Library Association) and several 
lucky youngsters pay their full annual subscription of two guineas to Chaucer House while 
Still in their early twenties. On the whole, I think now that, while any reasonably intelligent 
assistant who is prepared to work and study hard for the first eight years or so of his career, 
has a reasonable chance of earning as much as he could expeét from a comparable position 
in business, neither the less—or the more—brilliant earns proportionally to his value to his 
authority. Some senior assistants are Still 


STARVED 


while several chiefs of important provincial cities receive much less than should be the case. 
There is plenty of room for improvement but there has been progress. 


What of the other elements in our progress ? 1 think they can be summed up in the 
terms 
EXTENSION AND SIMPLIFICATION. 


More and more librarians are realising that they are not fulfilling their purpose if they merely 
provide books and leave it at that. Co-operation with the outside world is improving and 
better, more extended and more reasonable facilities are available to the public. Simplification 
of rules and regulations and the gradual elimination of our own special kind of pinkish 
tape (sometime bright red) on both sides of the counter—these are good signs of progress. 
It is a healthy sign that new articles in the professional press cause quite a lot of self-analysis 
by readers of them. Long may it remain so! 

Something about progress but little about the “ Manual”! Well, I haven’t yet seen 
a copy but I know that my hopes are unlikely to be disappointed. Here’s health to the 
sth edition and may its success ensure it a short life in favour of the 6th! 


Vale ! 
EuRIPIDESs. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “ LetTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.” 
—Editor, THe Lisrary Wor.p.]} 
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Local Collections 


GRAFTON’S can supply 


PRIVATE (LOCAL) 


ACTS OF PARLIAMENT 
From 1847—1928 


They invite you to send enquiries 

and desiderata lists and will be 

pleased to quote on Acts relating to 
any district required 


GRAFTON & CoO. 


51 Great Russell Street 
LONDON, W.C.1 


WHITAKER’S 


CUMULATIVE 
BOOK LIST 
1936 


LISTS THE WORLD-RECORD 
TOTAL OF 


16,944 


BOOKS 


READY JANUARY 30 


FOYLES 


Booksellers to the World 


Hundreds of 
Librarians use 
and recommend 


our service 


119-125 CHARING CROSS 
LONDON, W.C.2 


Telephone : Gerrard 5660 (twelve lines) 


Full details of each book are given; 
and there are two lists, 
ALPHABETICAL & CLASSIFIED, 
so that a complete classification 


may be referred to as well as a 
single title 


TWO LISTS 
FOR THE PRICE OF ONE 


15/- 


NET 


J. WHITAKER & SONS, LTD. 
12 WARWICK LANE, LONDON, E.C.4 
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Library Topics 
The Editor of Tue Liprary Worwp would be glad if 

Librarians would furnish Topics of Professional Interest 

relating to their Libraries for insertion in these columns. 

Matter should reach the Editorial Offices not later than the 

first of each month. 

BRENTFORD AND CHISWICK.—In The 
Fordwick, the library quarterly, is an article by 
Mr. E. A. Savage, on “ Books, Readers and the 
Public Library.” 

BURTON-UPON-TRENT. — The Happy 
Housewife, a list of books on cookery, home 
crafts, bringing up the child, etc., has just been 
published. 

CHESTERFIELD.—Another attraétive leaf- 
let of additions comes from Chesterfield Public 
Libraries. 

EAST HAM.—The Librarian has issued a 
neat brochure entitled ‘‘ Introduction to the 
Service.” It tells how to make the best use of 
the facilities offered at the Library and has for 
its slogan, “ Don’t stay outside and criticise, 
come inside and let us serve you.” 

FULHAM.—* Some New Books,” the 
current list of additions, is to hand; it is as 
attractive as usual. Christmas, 1936, is marked 
by the issue of another neat little publication, 
the “ Junior Libraries Magazine,” entitled 
Treasure Land. This is a new venture and 
deserves the best of New Year Wishes. 


HENDON.—An excellent programme of 
talks to children has been arranged. The 
leaflet gives particulars of books on the 
subjects of the talks available. 


HYDE.—The Christmas Number of the 
Hyde Bookman contains portraits of the late 
L. M. Nesbit and Ralph Bates. A list of books 
on the Rubber Industry has been added to the 
usual features. 

KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES.—We wel- 
come several good lists from this library. The 
subjects are “ England To-day,” “ Indoor 
Amusements,” “‘ Home Handicrafts,” ‘“‘ Busi- 
ness Books ” and “ Local Government.” 


LEEDS.—The Commercial and Technical 
Library has issued some attractive leaflets 
showing the resources of the library and the 
use it can be to various different groups of the 
public. So far leaflets addressed to chemists, 
builders and executives have been issued. The 
Winter Number of The Chimney Corner contains 


“Some Famous Authors. 23 Alexander 
Macdonald,” with annotated notes on some of 
his books and “ Letters to Helen and Hilary 
No. 17.” 

LEICESTER.—The Art Gallery has jug 
acquired an interesting picture entitled ‘ The 
Temptation of St. Anthony ”—a work of the 
Flemish School by a follower of Jerome Bosch, 
The work is from the colleétion of the late Sir 
Robert Abdy, Bart., and was exhibited at 
Burlington House in the Flemish Exhibition, 
1927. 

LONDON, BIRKBECK COLLEGE.—The 
National Union of Teachers has decided to 
endow Birkbeck Coilege, London, with the 
sum of {10,000, for the provision and equip- 
ment of a library. Birkbeck College is unique 
in being the only “school” of London 
University which caters exclusively for evening 
students. It has more than 1,000 Students, 
nearly all of whom follow an occupation or a 
profession during the day. The College has 
recently celebrated its 113th anniversary. 

SHEFFIELD.—An interesting pamphlet 
has just been issued. It is a “‘ Guide to the 
Fairbank Collection.” This is a most unusual 
collection of surveyors’ records covering four 
generations of one firm, and is of particular 
interest as it extends over the period during 
which Sheffield was evolving from a small 
town to a great industrial centre. 

SUNDERLAND.—An important Exhibi- 
tion is being held at the Public Art Gallery of 
Photographs depicting Wild Life and Scenery 
in the National Parks of Canada. Harper 
Cory, author of Grey Ow/ and the Beaver, has 
organised the Exhibition in co-operation with 
the National Parks Branch, Department of the 
Interior, Ottawa. 


Notes on Lectures 


Tue Leéture season is now once more in full 
swing; the following notes on _leétures 
delivered or arranged have reached us. 


ALTRINCHAM.—An attractive series of 
junior lantern leGtures is in progress. Mr. 
Bosworth on “ A Night at the Circus,” the 
Mayor of Altrincham with “ A Cinematograph 
Evening,” and Chief Officer F. A. Myers on 
“ Chemical Warfare, a demonstration of safety 
first measures,” are amongst those billed. 
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BRISTOL.—Amongst the past and future 
lecturers of this season at Bristol may be noted 
the names of Walter de la Mare, Professor 
R. B. Mowat, and Professor Hamilton Whyte. 
An exhibition of prints, books and any other 
material relating to each leCture, was arranged 
to give additional interest to the series. 


EAST HAM.—Besides the usual series of 
lectures on miscellaneous subjeéts amongst 
which may be noted “ Crossing the Sahara ” by 
Norman Pearn and Mr. L. Wells on “ The 
Mysterious World Under Water,” there is a 
most interesting series of University Extension 
Lectures on Dictators in Europe by Mr. 
Harry Ross. 


HENDON.—Instruction and amusement 
seem to be well blended in the series of leétures 
planned by the Hendon Public Libraries. 
“Unconscious Design in Bach’s Fugues ” 
sounds a trifle abstruse, but will probably prove 
the most interesting of the lot, whereas ‘ To 
the Sea in Ships ” and “‘ The Revelations of the 
Microscope,” could hardly prove more attrac- 
tive than their titles. A series of University 
Extension Leétures has also been arranged. 


ISLINGTON. — Two series of leétures 
for adults and children are to take place. 
Forthcoming entertainments for the adults 
include a performance of a dramatized version 
of “A Tale of Two Cities,” Will Owen on 
“Old London Town” and Captain Ashley 
Smith on “ Conquering Everest.” For the 
children there are le&tures on ‘“ Merrie 
Islington,” “ Colour ” and “ Everyday Life in 
the reign of Elizabeth,” and a Story Hour by 
members of the Library staff. 


LIVERPOOL.—Many inviting leétures are 
listed in the attractively produced little pro- 
gtamme, of the 72nd annual series of lectures, 
There are also the usual series of Story Hour 
Talks which have been supplemented by a talk 
on “ The Songs of Birds,” illustrated by slides, 
gramophone records, and exhibits of birds’ 
eggs, nests, etc., from the Liverpool Museum. 


SHEFFIELD.—The Sheffield Celebrity Lec- 
tures certainly live up to their name—among 
the le€turers are Sir Bernard Pares, Sir Frederick 
Kenyon, and Laurence Binyon. The leétures on 
Civics will also attract many listeners, dealing 
as they do with the problems of the thoughtful 
citizen of to-day. 


Library Reports 
By Herserrt C. SAWTELLE, 
Bermondsey Public Libraries. 

BLackBURN Public Libraries, Museum and 
Art Gallery.—Report of the Committee, 
1935-1936. Chief Librarian and Curator, 
R. Ashton, F.L.A. Population, 122,697. 
Rate, 3d. Income from Rate, £7,983. 
Stock: Lending, 44,304; Reference, 25,506; 
junior, 5,124. Additions, 7,748. With- 
drawals, 6,500. Issues: Lending, 557,395 ; 
Reference, 28,662; Junior, 61,492; 
Branches, 213,052 ; Schools, 91,296. Tickets 
in force, 32,125. Delivery stations, 12. 

With the objeé&t of reaching a reading public 
hitherto far removed from library facilities, a re- 
distribution of the distributing Stations was carried out. 
A further Station was established. These innovations 
were most favourably received and a large number of 
new borrowers have been registered. All the home- 
reading departments had an exceedingly busy year, 
which resulted in an increase of over 22,000 in the total 
circulation compared with the previous year. The 
arrangement for the interchange of borrowers’ tickets 
between this Library and Accrington and Burnley was 
successfully continued. Plans for a new Central Lend- 
ing Library and staff accommodation are in preparation. 
The gooth anniversary of the publication of the first 
complete English Bible was commemorated by an 
exhibition of Biblical manuscripts and early Bibles on 
loan from a private colleétion, held in the museum. 
Visitors to the museum during the year numbered 
38,500. 

KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES Public Library, 
Museum and Art Gallery.—Annual Report, 
1935-1936. Librarian and Curator, H. Cross, 
F.L.A. Population (1931), 39,055. Rate, 
2.08d. Income from Rate, £3,787. Stock: 
Lending, 24,445 ; Reference, 4,709. 
Additions, 2,664. Withdrawals, 1,928. 
Issues: Lending, 208,616; Reference, 
54,377. Borrowers’ tickets in force, 17,599. 

There is a good deal of evidence pointing to the 
faét that the facilities provided by the Library Committee 
are greatly appreciated by the public. Whereas the 
population of the Borough has remained almost 
Stationary since the census of 1921, the book circulation 
from the Library has been nearly trebled. Every year 
the total issues have grown larger and last year they 
were 10,444 more than the year previous. Even greater 
heights than this could be attained if provision was 
made for residents in the Ham distriét of the Borough. 
A branch library in that neighbourhood is a bounden 
necessity. Adult borrowers are now allowed an 
additional general ticket, and many have expressed 
their pleasure at this extra privilege. An important 
addition to the Museum was the colleétion of Neolithic 
implements of North-East Surrey formerly the property 
of Mr. W. Wright, an authority on this subje@. 11,500 
visitors were attraéted to the Museum during the year. 
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Sr. Hexens Public Libraries and Museum.— 
s8th Annual Report, 1935-1936. Chief 
Librarian and Curator, Herbert H. Edwards, 
F.L.A. Population (1931), 106,793. Rate, 
3.243d. Income from Rate, £5,460. Stock : 


Lending, 52,467; Reference, 11,438. 
Additions, 8,233. Withdrawals, 3,489. 
Issues: Lending, 650,594; Reference, 


36,304. Borrowers, 30,274; extra tickets, 
4,826. Branches, 5. 


The work at the Central Library continues to 
increase, and it was mainly due to the popularity of this 
and two of the distriét libraries that the total circulation 
failed to reach the figures of the previous year by only 
a very small margin. The other three branches were not 
quite so successful. At times, particularly in the winter 
months, the Central Lending department and also the 
Junior Library are much overcrowded, and the need 
for extension of some kind or other is most urgent. 
An alteration in the height of the book Stacks was 
carried out to make them more suited to an open access 
library, and which resulted in an improvement in the 
appearance and the lighting of the room. The Local 
Government centenary was celebrated by a special 
book exhibition. The Library is included in the North- 
West Regional System and during its first year lent 
33 books and borrowed 109. 


WARRINGTON Municipal Library.—Chief 
Librarian’s Report, 1935-1936. Chief 
Librarian, John McAdam, F.L.A. Popula- 
tion, 81,710. Stock: Lending, 29,851; 
Children’s Library, 4,435; Reference, 
39,356. Additions, 5,106. Withdrawals, 
4,011. Issues: Lending, 293,032 ; Children, 
42,146 ; Delivery _ Stations, §2,091. 
Borrowers, 17,583; extra tickets, 18,709. 
Delivery Stations, 7. 


The good work of the previous year was Steadily 
maintained during the year being reviewed. Although 
there was a slight drop in the use of works of fiétion 
in the adult lending department, and a decided falling- 
off in the use of the children’s library, many non- 
fictional classes showed considerably increased use. 
Biography was up by 22 per cent., Useful Arts 16, and 
Sociology 11 per cent. The Biography seétion was re- 
arranged in alphabetical order after working for fifteen 
years in a classified arrangement by subjeéts. Through 
the North-West Regional Scheme 154 books were 
borrowed and go lent during the year. A small hand- 
book to serve as an introduétion to the library and its 
work was published and issued free to readers. Two 
new delivery Stations were opened to supply the needs 
of residents in outlying areas and new housing estates. 
One Station was closed owing to the removal of families 
to other distriéts and to the unsuitability of the accom- 
medation available. 


The Librarians’ Guide 
to New Editions 


By Frep Bar.ow. 


Or all the many lists of books published in 
various ways this Guide to New Editions is 
perhaps unique. Its purpose is not only to 
bring together each month the titles of books 
recently revised, but to show to what degree, 
if any, these books have been changed. This 
information is not readily to be found else- 
where. 


BarrHoLomEWw (John, Ed.) The Oxford 
Advanced Atlas. Ed. 5. 1936. O.U.P, 
10s. 6d. 

Perhaps the most interesting addition to this new 
edition is a map of the world on the new Recentered 
Sinusoidal projeétion. In addition to an increase in 
the size of the page, eight regions, including Spain, 
the Soviet Union, $.W. Asia and the Malay Archipelago 
are the subjeét of entirely new maps. 


Brown (E. T.) The Book of the Triumph. 
Ed. 4. 1936. Pitman. 2s. 

First published in 1925 and last revised in 1932. 
The present revision covers all the models of the la& 
four years and the chapter on ‘‘ Some Preliminaries ” 
is now brought up to date. 


Coss (I. G.) The Glands of Destiny. Ed. 2. 
1936. Heinemann. tos. 6d. 

The edition of 1927 has been considerably r- 
written and extended. An entirely new chapter deals 
with eleven historical personages, including Henry 
VIIL., Napoleon and Mussolini, in the light of the 
author’s views as set out in the book. Illustrations are 
also a new feature. 


Emerson (C. P.) Essentials of Medicine . . . 
for Nurses. Ed. 12. 1936. Lippincott. 
12s. 6d. 

First published in 1908 and revised at intervals, 

In the present revision many changes have been incor 

porated throughout the text and several seétions 

dealing with specific complaints have been completely 
rewritten. 


Ernie (Lord) English Farming past and 
present. Ed. 5. 1936. Longmans. 15s. 


The Editor of this revision, Sir A. D. Hall, has 
left untouched, save for footnotes, the first sixteen 
chapters of this classic book, which was first published 
in 1912 in this form but originally published in book 
form in 1888 under the title of The Pioneers and Progress 
of English Farming, by R. E. Prothero. The last six 
chapters dealing with post-war farming are by theeditor 
who has also brought all the statistical tables up to date. 
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GRIESHEIMER (Esther M.) Physiology and 
Anatomy. Ed. 3. 1936. Lippincott. 
12s. 6d. 

This manual for nurses was first published in 1932 
and revised the following year. In the present edition 
there have been changes in the chapters on the nervous 
system and the special senses and new material on 
yitamins and the internal secretions has been incor- 
porated. 


Harsert (H. N.) Voice Training in Speech 
and Song. Ed. 2. 1936. U.T.P. as. 6d. 


Further to some slight alteration to the text a 
concise account of tonicity and rhythm has been added. 


Mappox (H. A.) Paper: its history, sources 
and manufacture. Ed.5. 1936. Pitman. 3s 
This is one of the best known of the Common 
Commodities and Industries Series and was first published 
in 1916. To the earlier editions there has been added 
throughout the later chapters seven pages of new 
material, together with an eight- -page appendix on 
“ Fire Hazards in Paper Mills.” 


MENCKEN (H. L.) The American Language. 
Ed. 4. 1936. Kegan Paul. ais. 

The first edition of 1919 was revised in 1921 and 
again in 1923. The present text has retained but few 
passages of the third edition and beyond these the 
whole work is entirely new. 


Newens (F. R.) The Technique of Colour 
Photography. Ed. 2. 1936. Blackie. 
4s. 6d. 


To the text of 1931 there have been added some 
fourteen pages of new material setting out processes 
not hitherto available. 


Parmer (L. S.) Wireless Engineering. 1936. 
Longmans. 21s. 


This is a revision and amplification of the author’s 
“Wireless Principles and Praétice ’’ published in 1927. 
Most of the text of the earlier book has been incor- 
porated subjeé&t to revision where necessary. New 
seftions have been added on various new aspeéts of 
the subje&t such as the propagation and reception of 
ultra short waves. The book covers the present 
requirements for the wireless examinations held by 
the City and Guilds Institute. 


Poote (B. W.) The Science of Pattern Con- 
struction for Garment Makers. Ed. 2. 
1936. Pitman. 45s. 


This revision is some fifty pages larger than the 
first edition of 1927, which, as the author says, dealt 
with the underlying principles of the subjeét and these 
will never become obsolete. The present edition 
augments the earlier one by the addition of several new 
systems based on these main principles. The book 
in “d way attempts to be a fashion book of “‘ modern ”’ 
sty 


PITMAN'’S 
LATEST BOOKS 


PENCIL PORTRAITS OF 
CONCERT CELEBRITIES 


By Hilda Wiener. A remarkabie collection of 
pencil sketches of leading personalities of the 
world. With descriptive yy contributed 
by Mr. D. Millar Craig. Crown 4 

(Ready immediately) 


BALLROOM DANCING 
(Pitman’s Games and Recreations Series) 


By Alex Moore. A clearly and one. written 
guide to the various steps in ballroom dancing by 
a teacher and demonstration dancer of inter- 
national reputation. Illustrated with diagrams. 
Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, 264 pp. /- net 


THE MARCH OF 
SCIENCE, 1931-1935 


By Various Authors. This volume, ae specialists 
in their various fields, surveys the results achieved 
in sixteen different branches of B oben pe the 
years 1931-1935. Demy 8vo, clot 


PITMAN, Parker St., Kingsway, wna 


REYNER (J. H.) Testing Radio Sets. Ed. 3. 
1936. Chapman and Hall. tos. 6d. 

First published in 1930 and last revised in 1932. 
The present edition is longer by some twenty pages, 
and much of the new material deals with the testing of 
receivers in laboratory and faétory. 

RurLey (Frank) Elements of Mineralogy. 
Ed. 23, by H. N. Read. 1936. Murby. 8s. 

Originally published in 1874 and last substantially 
revised in 1915. The editions since then have had 
but slight revision of Statistical data. In the present 
edition there has been much revision and re-arrangement 
and many new figures have been introduced. The 
chapters on CryStallography and Optical Properties 
have been completely re-written and the whole book 
has been so enlarged that the introduétion by G. T. 
Holloway, which appeared in earlier editions, has been 
omitted. This introduétion still has value and interest. 
Srantey (F. A.) Punches and Dies: layout, 

construction and use. Ed. 2. 1936. 
McGraw Hill. 24s. 

During the seventeen years since the book was 
first published die design and construétion has not 
changed basically but there has been considerable 
extension of production by the stamping process. 
Many new illustrations have been included to illustrate 


the various dies now in use, some seétions re-written 
and several new chapters included. There has been 
no attempt to give adequate description of the newer 
types of equipment necessary for modern work. 
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THORNTON (John) Physical Geography. New 
edition revised by L. Dudley Stamp. 
Longmans. 4s. 6d. 

Primary Physical Geography, first published in 1896, 
is well known as a school classic and Dr. Stamp says 
that it was, for two years, at school his only textbook 
of geography. In revising he has endeavoured to 
clarify such passages as he found difficult and has added 
new material that has become an integral part of the 
content of the subjeét. 


Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


Boox-Auction Recorps. Vol. 33, Part 4, 
Dec., 1936. Stevens, Son & Stiles. 30s. net 
per annum. 

This part contains not only 2,116 records of sale 
prices during July-August, 1936, but also the Index 

tor Volume 33, which occupies pp. 471-557. 


CATALOGERS’ AND CLASSIFIERS’ YEARBOOK 
Number Five, 1936. Chicago, A.L.A. 


$2.00. 

The subje& of Cataloguing is here treated in many 
of its most serious aspeéts by a number of experts in 
University and Public Libraries of America. A full 
account of recent progress is given, including many 
points which will interest Librarians on this side, 
notably, for inStance, the reproduétion of the catalogue 
of the Cambridge University Library by photography. 
A direétory of Cataloguers who are members of the 
A.L.A. and a bibliography are given. 


Parker (Willard E.) Books About Jobs. A 
Bibliography of Occupational Literature. 
Chicago, A.L.A. $3.00. 

An excellent American bibliography of works 
relating to every possible sort of employment and 
occupation, ranging from Office Boy to Batteriologist. 
The book has been issued for the National Occupa- 
tional Conference. 


SCHNEIDER (Georg) Einfiihrung in die Biblio- 
graphie. 1936. Leipzig, Hiersemann. 
Viii., 203 pp. RM. 9.50. 

With the publication of this new volume in 
Hiersemann’s series of library textbooks Schneider’s 
work on bibliography is rounded off again. The 
Handbuch der Bibliographie, first published in 1923, 
contained a theoretical and a descriptive part, the former 
of which was abandoned in the fourth edition of 1930; 
which thus became purely a list, with introduétions 
and notes, of the most important general bibliographies. 
The present Volume, though described by the author 
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as a re-written edition of the theoretical part of the 
Handbuch, is mainly a new work, dealing with the 
compilation of bibliographies of all kinds, the chief 
difference being that the treatment of method, arrange. 
ment, etc., is now related to different forms of biblio- 
graphies. Thus there are chapters on bibliographies 
of bibliographies, international bibliographies, national 
bibliographies, subject bibliographies, colleétors’ cata- 
logues, selec lists, periodicals, etc., with plentiful 
references to examples. 

In his last chapter Dr. Schneider discusses the 
place of bibliography in the world of knowledge and 
wonders whether it can truly be considered a branch 
of learning. He is dismayed by the increasing output 
of mediocre books, and concludes that bibliography 
must become more and more a subjeé of criticism and 
sele&tion, in other words a less technical and mor 
learned ” subject. 

Unfortunately there is only a subject index. Ap 
author and title list of the works referred to in the text 
would have been a useful addition. J.DC 


SmirH (Elva S.) The Cataloguing of Children’s 
Books. Chicago, A.L.A. 25c. 


A useful pamphlet on the subject of cataloguing 
books for young readers in such a manner that they 
will know just where to look for the books they would 
like to read or Study. There is a section on subjeé 
headings, and diagrams are given to show the bes 
method of dealing with and annotating the works, 


WHITAKER’s ALMANACK, 1937. Coronation 
Year. Whitaker, Complete Edition, 6s. net. 
Library Edition, 12s. 6d. net. Abridged 
Edition, 3s. net. 


The sixty-ninth annual edition of Whitaker con- 
tains much information, of particular interest in the 
coming year, such as Coronation history, and the lists 
of the staffs of the newly formed Departments for the 
Co-ordination of Defence, Air Raids Precautions, and 
of the Unemployment Assistance Board. The Library 
edition contains thirteen coloured maps which are not 
in the other two. The publishers have issued a supple- 
ment dealing with the abdication of King Edwand 
VILL, for insertion in the volume. 


THe WRITERS’ AND Artists’ YEARBOOK, 1937. 
Black. 3s. 6d. net. 

This friend of all free-lance journalists is now in 
its thirticth year and is more complete than ever 
before. A hundred new journals have been listed, 
entries have been revised and those papers which do 
not offer scope tor the chance contributor have been 
omitted in order to avoid disappointment. Among 
the new articles is one by Syanecy A. Moseley on 
**Free-Lance Journalism,” G. H. ihring contrioutes 
much useful information on Copyright and Serial 
Rights, and the volume is packed trom cover to covet 
with useful facts for writers of every class and degree. 
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Brrron (Enid) Birds of the Wayside and 
Woodland. Illus. Warne. 7s. 6d. net. 

A handy pocket guide to the identification of birds, 
based . “~ Standard work, ‘‘ The Birds of the British 
Isles,” T. A. Coward. It comprises a descriptive 
history the families Corvide to Tetraonidz, and 
contains 300 coloured illustrations and other drawings. 


CrarkeE (John S.) Circus Parade. Illus. 
Batsford. 7s. 6d. net. 

Every one who has been to a circus and not read 
this book should get hold of it at once, and every one 
who has read this book won’t need to be told to pay 
a visit to Bertram Mills. The author, journalist, ex-M.P. 
and animal trainer, has known personally many of the 
artistes of whom he writes so well. Every phase of 
circus art is dealt with, and illustrated by such a series 
of piétures as only Batsfords seem to know how to get 
together and print. 

Cotuns (A. F.) Book Crafts for Junior 
Pupils. A Handbook for Teachers. Illus. 
with photographs and line drawings. 
Dryad Press. 4s. 6d. net. 

A praétical handbook for those engaged in the 
teaching of Book Crafts to children between the ages of 
seven and eleven years. Materials, Processes, Methods 
of Decoration, Examples of possible work are all 
discussed, and in an appendix a useful series of 
suggestions for schemes of work are to be found. 
Davies (J. D. Griffith) Honest George Monck. 

Illus. Lane. 12s. 6d. net. 

A workmanlike biography of the famous ReStora- 
tion hero, who from being a common soldier rose to 
be one of the foremost soldiers of his time, and a sailor 
not inferior in merit to his better-known contemporary 
Blake. Besides this he is shewn to have been a good 
administrator, and a devoted father and husband. 
Davison (Frank Dalby) and NicHo tts (Brooke) 

Blue Coast Caravan. Australia, Angus and 
Robertson ; London, Australian Book Co. 
6s. net. 

A travel book which takes us over the lands of 
Northern Australia, describing the expedition in charm- 
ing language and with a free and unbounded insight 
into places and people. 

De La Mare (Richard) A Publisher on Book 
Production. The Sixth Dent Memorial 
Le&ure. With a Foreword by Hugh R. 
Dent. Dent. 1s. 6d. net. 

Here is No. 6 of this charming little series of 
Memorial Leéture Publications which those who are 
interested in book produétion should carry in their 
pocket and study at leisure. 

Doviz (G. R.) Twenty-five Years of Films. 
Reminiscences and Reflections of a Critic. 
With a Foreword by Alexander Korda. 
Illus. Mitre Press. 10s. 6d. net. 

There have been many books on films but never 
one like this, That is not undiluted praise, though 
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Features of 
W. H. SMITH & SON’S 
LIBRARY BINDINGS 


@ W.H. Smith & Son bind in CLOTH, BUCK- 
RAM or LEATHER. 


@ Use of double boards makes for exceptional 
strength. 


@ Winterbottom’s Patent Linen finish Art Vellum 
is now used for cloth bindings and also for 
sides of } Niger. 


@ Each leaf is guarded and the end sections 
specially strengthened. 


Gold lettering on spine is in semi-facsimile 
publishers’ style. 
10% DISCOUNT TO PUBLIC & COUNTY LIBRARIES 
PRICES Per Vol. 
} NIGER, Newly Bound ... ie 4/3 
LIBRARY BUCKRAM, Newly Bound rm 3/9 
WINTERBOTTOM’S CLOTH, Newly Bound 3/6 


W.H. SMITH & SON, Ltp. 


LIBRARY DEPARTMENT (SALES SECTION) 
Library Showroom : Entrance “B’’ Tel. : HOLborn 4343 
STRAND HOUSE, PORTUGAL STREET, LONDON, W.C.2 


praise it is, for the author (or should we say compiler) 
has so crammed his pages with information that some 
of it appears like half-digested material. More than half 
the work deals with criticisms of aétual produétions, 
interspersed now and again with opinions in general. 
Perhaps the book is no less entertaining and informa- 
tive, for being in the main chit-chat about the movies 
and talkies over a period going back to their 
inception. There are numerous reproduétions from 
photographs. 


Griccs (Earl Leslie) Thomas Clarkson, The 
Friend of Slaves. Illus. Allen and Unwin. 
ros. 6d. net. 


The name of Clarkson is not only bound up with 
the emancipation of slaves in British colonies, but also 
with the movement for the abolition of slavery through- 
out the world. Mr. Griggs who has had the advantage 
of assistance from Clarkson’s relatives, has written a 
lucid account of his life and works, and has provided 
a sele& bibliography. 


Horton (Mileson) and Pembroke (Thomas) 
Photocrimes. Barker. 3s. 6d. net. 

A novel form of entertainment for those who like 
solving deteétive mysteries. All the clues are provided 
in a series of photographs with short explanatory 
letterpress. 
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Howarp (F. E.) The Mediaeval Styles of the 
English Parish Church. A Survey of their 
Development, Design and Features. Illus. 
Batsford. 12s. 6d. net. 

The late Mr. Howard’s book has been described 
by a well qualified judge as “‘A lucid, careful but not 
too detailed Study of the development of Style and 
design in the Parish Churches of England,” and this 
claim seems to be amply upheld. Every Stage in this 
evolution is illustrated by a remarkable series of 
photographs. 


Hux ey (Julian) At the Zoo. 15 plates. Allen 
and Unwin. 3s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Huxley’s interesting volume of essays on 
animals, illustrated by references to the aétual animals 
in the London Zoo, with portraits of several of them, 
is one of the best things he has done. Simple and con- 
cise he bring out his points quite clearly and you can 
go to the Zoo and verify his conclusions at any time. 


Jerome (Helen) Running a Tea-Room and 
Catering for Profit. Illus. Pitman. 3s. 6d. 
net. 

How to make an income, or at any rate extra 
pocket money, by exploiting a talent for cooking. If 
every mistress of a tea-shop possessed this practical 
handbook the public would find more attraétive eating- 
places awaiting them than they do. Cleanliness, quict 
and order are dwelt on as essentials to the happy 
running of refreshment rooms. 


Jones (Sydney R.) English Village Homes. 
With a Foreword by Sir William Beach 
Thomas. Illus. Batsford. 7s. 6d. net. 


Mr. Jones has for many years past made the 
villages of England his own personal study, and is 
well-known for his illustrations of buildings. He has 
produced a very readable account of the social and 
archite€tural growth and structure of this vital part of 
our land. 


Matoney (William J.) The Forged Casement 
Diaries. Illus. Talbot Press. ros. 6d. net. 


Everybody has heard of the sudden and mysterious 
discovery of Casement’s diaries after his condemnation. 
They were used to blacken his charaéter in such a way 
that any tendency to mercy should be killed at once. 
It is suggested in this volume that the whole thing was 
a forgery and was part of the anti-Irish campaign. The 
evidence produced is interesting and it is difficult to 
see what reply can be made. 


THe MARCH OF SCIENCE, 1931-1935. By 
Various Authors. Pitman. 3s. 6d. net. 


the better-known names in the distin- 


guished colleétion of scientists who have contributed 
to this symposium, issued under the authority of the 
Council of the British Association, may be noted those 
of Sir James Jeans, Sir Josiah Stamp, and Sir Frederick 
Gowland Hopkins. 


PxHoroGrapHy Book, Vol. II., 1936-39, 
The International Annual of Camera Ag 
Edited by T. Korda. Cosmopolitan Press, 
Ltd. 21s. net. 

Covering more than four hundred pages this 
beautifully produced volume forms a comprehensiye 
guide to the world’s camera art of to-day. Many of the 
photographs are classified under subjects, such » 
Birds, Architeéture, Flowers and Plants, Land 
Nudes, Portraits, etc. Seétions deal with Trade Phot. 
graphy, Applied Photography, Printed Salesmanship, 
the Camera in Advertising and other useful featurs, 
Photographers are invited to send suitable piCtures for 
publication in the next annual issue. 


TypoGcrapuy. A Quarterly, November, 1936, 
No. 1. 2s. per copy; 7s. 6d. annually. 

Another new periodical devoted to Printing. Th 
main obje& is to show all the possibilities of modem 
Typographical Design and Technique. The history of 
the subjeé is also dealt with in more than one artick. 
It may be noted that the date of Reed’s Old English 
Letter Foundries is 1887 not 1866 (p. 10) and that of 
Moxon is 1683 not 1693 (p. 14). 


(William P.) and GARDNER (Horace 
The Year Round Party Book. Illus. 
Lippincott. 4s. 6d. net. 

This book will probably be found too exclusively 
American for most English hostesses who want some 
tips to brighten their parties, but they may find th 
recipes for appropriate dishes worth trying. 


FICTION. 


BaGiey (John) Wasp-Waisted Arabella 


Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Sir Roger Brightbridge does not approve of the 
modern young lady and marries one of the flames of 
his youth. In Paris he and his Arabella are “t 
juvenated by a clever doétor. This distin&tly damp 
his nephew’s chances as heir to his fortune. Further, 
the choice of his heart, Rowena, is not to be easily won, 
but when he finds his aunt and uncle have become 
cannibals and wish to serve him and the fair Rowem 
as a Stew at supper-time, things become distin@y 
heétic. A facetious story which almost out-farces fare. 


Brooks (Roy) The Infinite Road. Jenkins 
7s. 6d. net. 

Are people earthbound when they die? This 
remarkable Story will interest Students of the occult 
“Only when you have finally rid yourselves of al 
materialistic attra€tions can you hope to Start out o 
the great Redemptive Progress to Eternal Light and 
Peace,”’ says ‘‘ The Voice.”” The experiences of Lom 
Firmin ol others may throw a light on this absorbing 
subje&. 


Crouston (J. Storer) Scotland Expets 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Written in a somewhat more serious strain tha 

is found in some of Mr. Clouston’s previous novel, 

but still illuminated with his flashes of wit and humout. 
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Cocxinc (E. Tusting) Tabley Intervening. 


Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Sheila eclopes with a rotter, but Charles Tabley 
her out of a mess. He has a bulldog which, 
through its sagacity, saves her from further misfortune. 
To be mistaken for escaped lunatics is only one of the 
many adventures which beset the couple before they 

find happiness in each other. es ; 
Corsetr (James) No Other Killer. Jenkins. 


7s. 6d. net. 
Secret Service and mySterious murders form the 
principal factors in this exciting Story. — 
Drvtnz (A. D.) Escape from Spain. Methuen. 
38. 6d. net. 


A topical thriller with plenty of excitement, 
telling how Rafferty and some of his friends rescued 
Gil Sutherland from danger in a land torn by civil war. 
Dunamet (Georges) Salavin. Translated by 

Gladys Billings. Frontis. Dent. 8s. 6d. net. 

Duhamel’s novels are rapidly taking a foremost 
place in this country in their translated form. The 
&udy of Louis Salavin, in the four books here included, 
forms a remarkable picture of a human soul in the agony 
of Striving after ideals which he cannot formulate, and 
hopes which he cannot realise. A_ frustrated life, 

thaps, but in the end one which is duly fulfilled. 


‘fixesrians should add this volume to the Pasquier 


Series already on their shelves. 
Garner (Elizabeth) Duet in Discord. Barker. 


7s. 6d. net. 

A Story of inhibitions delicately told in personal 
narrative form. The setting of a West Indian Island 
relieves the Story from its somewhat pathological aspe&. 
Gask (Arthur) The Jest of Life. Jenkins. 

7s. 6d. net. 

For once Mr. Gask has deserted Larose and his 
criminal investigations and given us a humourous 
pidture of the effett of certain Eastern spells on various 
unpleasant people who all seem improved by the 


process. 
Harrison (Michael) All the Trees were Green. 
Barker. 7s. 6d. net. 

A charatter Study of the family of the de Freynes 
who live in a Kentish village at a house called The 
Priory. The mother and three daughters attempt to 
live up to an ancient name and in doing so have to 
sactifice themselves in more ways than one. The story 
is told in autobiographical form by a friend and the 
tragedy of the narrative lies in the death of the only son 
at the age of nineteen in the Great War. 

Locxwoop (Vere) Jewels Out of Egypt. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Professor Rosslyn and his daughter Diana go after 
the Nerfeti jewels from a tomb in Egypt, with the result 
that serious complications follow which are only solved 
at the last by true love. ; 
Peacock (M. W.) Black Valleys. Australia, 

Angus and Robertson ; (London, Australian 
Book Co.). 6s. net. 

A Story of Australia and Bohemia during the 
Great War. The charaéters of Karel and Berta are well 
drawn and the plot is a strong one. 


ROWLAND (John) Death on Dartmoor. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

The extraordinary murders and the final un- 
masking of the mySterious murderer are described 
effectively and the Dartmoor scenery backing the whole 
is not overdone and makes a good piéture. 

Stone (Ignazio) Bread and Wine. Translated 
from the Italian by Gwenda David and Eric 
Mosbacher. Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

A grim and topical story of life in a modern Italian 
village. It tells of the discontent among the people and 
of their reactions to the recent Abyssinian War, and of 
the vain attempts made by revolutionaries to arouse the 
people. 

Smout (T.) Such Wonders Love Can Do. 
Stockwell. 6s. net. 

From a cottage in the depths of the country a man 
expounds his ideas of the spiritual life. 


JUVENILE. 


Bone (Florence) The Lads of Lud. Illus. 
Pitman. 3s. 6d. net. 

Caroline who lived in 1812 had to stand with her 
shoulders back and her toes turned out and recite a 

:m by Charles Lamb to her governess. She did not 
like to be made into a “‘young lady.” She goes by coach 
to Yorkshire, has a marvellous time, and returns much 
improved by her visit. 

Brerr (Molly) The Little Garden. Illus. 
Warne. 3s. 6d. net. 

Charming Chinese sketches in colour and black 
and white, by the author, enhance the story of Ping Pong 
and Mah Jong. 

Coss (Ruth) This Way to London. Illus. by 
the author. Pitman. 3s. 6d. net. 

London, “that dere and swete city’’, is full of 
fascinating material for young readers. Miss Cobb has 
chosen various aspeéts of London’s history, and dealt 
with them in a manner which should appeal to all young 
folk. This is another Greenjacket book. 

GeERVAISE (Mary) The Secret of Primrose Cove. 
Frontis. Warne. 2s. 6d. net. 

Jennifer wakes up on her thirteenth birthday 
thinking life rosy indeed. Unfortunately, however, 
she soon learns that her father has lost his money and 
then comes a time of courage, determination and a 
bright outlook at last. 

HackinG (Olive) Construétive Knitting for 
Children. Illus. Dryad Press. 2s. net. 

A praétical handbook which will give youn 
workers the very information they need to make 
kinds of interesting and pretty articles. Well furnished 
with diagrams and plates. 

LarcGeE (Dorothy M.) The Kind Companion. 
Illus. by Mildred R. Lamb. Lutterworth. 
38. 6d. net. 

Martin Flynn, the blind basket-maker, accom- 
panied by Tim, his dog, journeys through the Irish 
countryside in summer and meets quite a number of 
adventures of which the last one, the recovery of his 
eyesight, is the best of all. 
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MoncrierF (Ann Scott) The White Drake and 
other tales. Illus. by Rojan. Methuen. 5s. net. 
The heroes of all these Stories are animals, but they 
bear many resemblances to human beings, and Scotch 
ones at that. This curious combination adds piquancy 
to the book, but also makes it a little ludicrous at times. 
The illustrations are great fun. 
Ower (E.) Daddy, Please Tell Me a Story. 
Illus. by A. H. Watson. Warne. 2s. 6d. net. 
\ collection of attractive Stories for kind fatners 
to tell their little boys. Hints are given as to emphasis 
and a method of telling which is sure to please. The 
idea is intended to save many fathers from Straining 
their imagination after a tiring day at the office. 


Pirr (Frances) Wild Nature’s Day. Illus. 
Pitman. 3s. 6d. net. 
\ fascinating account of twenty-four hours’ 


activity among the creatures of the wild. The book is 

divided into three seétions, Morning, Noon and Night, 

and the ways of the beasts and birds, at each of these 

times, are described with Miss Pitt’s usual charm. A 

welcome addition to the ‘‘ Greenjicket ” series. 

TopuuNTER (Edith R.) Rhymes of the Wee 
Folk. Illus. Warne. 3s. 6d. net. 

Fanciful Stories in verse for wee folk which will 
delight them. The pictures of elves and fairies are from 
leather dolls posed in the most attraétive fashion. 

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
BOOKMARK and Everyman, No. 43.—BULLETIN 
of the American Library Association, December, 1936. 
—LIBRARIAN, November, December, 1936.— 
LIBRARY ASSISTANT, November, December, 1936. 
—LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD, November, 
December, 1936.—LIBRARY JOURNAL, November 
1st, December 1St, 1936.—MODERN LIBRARIAN, 
Oétober, 1936.—MORE BOOKS, The Bulletin of the 
Boston Public Library, November, December, 1936.— 
NOW AND THEN, Winter, 1936.—ST. LOUIS 
PUBLIC LIBRARY MONTHLY BULLETIN, 
November-December, 1936.—WILSON BULLETIN 
for Librarians, November, December, 1936.—ZIG- 
ZAG, Autumn, 1936. 


Library Association 


WEST MIDLANDS MEETING. 
THe reorganisation of Nuneaton Public 
Library attracted some 6; members of the 
Birmingham and Distriét Branch and the 
Midland Division of the A.A.L. Section to 
that town on Thursday, November 19th. They 
visited the Art Gallery and Public Library in 
the afternoon before going on to inspeét the 
brick and tile works of Messrs. Stanley 
Brothers Ltd., which they found extremely 
interesting. Later, at the Council House, the 
Mayor (Councillor T. L. Liggins, C.C.) wel- 
comed the party to Nuneaton and kindly 
provided tea. Messrs. H. Woodbine and F. J. 
Patrick (both of Birmingham), in thanking His 


Worship, expressed their keen admiration 
the workmanlike and efficient library why 
Mr. John Stuffins, F.L.A., Borough Librariagl 
has contrived in a very unsuitable building! 

At the Junior Meeting following tea, MM 
K. A. Stockham (Coventry Public Librag 
in a. paper entitled “ Recent professi 
literature,” reviewed Mr. B. M. Headicggl 
“ The library of the future,” Mr. H. A. Shag 
“The approach to librarianship,” anda 
article in the Observer by Mr. St. John Egg 
entitled ‘On pleasing the public.” He mim 
unkind to Mr. Headicar and commendatoryaly 
Mr. Sharp. Mr. Ervine’s essay he regarded 
dealing, if transposed into library terms, Way 
the theory of book selection, and sought 
Stress—using Mr. Ervine’s article as a team 
the impossibility of deciding what the pully 
wants. There was a vigorous discussionay 
Mr. Stockham’s paper. 

The principal feature of the ensuing “Libagy 
Association” meeting was a paper by Bi 
Stuffins on “ Re-organisation.” He said Gi 
the principal facts in effecting re-organisail 
were the librarian, the Committee, the Fingal 
Committee, the Council and public opinion 
an area having a poor library service, pull 
opinion, lacking knowledge of what 
efficient service should be, was apathetiqgyy 
also were the Committees and Council. 7m 
Librarian’s first duty was to educate publ 
opinion and effect, in the first place, all possi 
improvements that could be secured witha 
expenditure. At Nuneaton, they received 
book grant from the Carnegie Trust, convemiy 
their premises to provide an open agi 
lending library, reference room and reagil 
rooms, and opened with a stock of 6m 
volumes on January 1st, 1935. A di 
pruning and revision of rules and regula 
was necessary, and the elimination of avoidally 
routine processes was effected 
possible. 

A brisk discussion which tended to cay 
round a statement by Mr. Stuffins that the Sa 
of books on show in an open access lena 
library should not exceed 20,000 volumiy 
brought the meeting to an end after thanks 
been expressed to Mr. Stuffins for making 
arrangements for the meeting and givin” 
paper, and to the Nuneaton Public Lila 
Committee for granting facilities foray 
meeting. 
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LIBRARIANS’ BOOKS 


MALLETT’S INDEX OF ARTISTS 
By DANIEL TROWBRIDGE MALLETT 


etchers, 

In one alphabet are the names of the artists of all nations from earliest times to the featured 
names of to-day’s exhibits, 28,000 artists, thousands of our own day. 

Maliett’s is the first comprehensive index of artists and is particularly useful on con 

names. The author has had the co-operation of museums and dealers in bringing 

the available facts. 

Mallett’s Index belongs on the desks of museums, reference libraries, art schools, auction rooms, 


art galleries and collectors 
Over 28,000 names, 640 pages. 50/- net 


PERIODICALS DIRECTORY, 1935 


REVISED AND ENLARGED EDITION, 
A CLASSIFIED GUIDE TO A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT PERIODICALS, 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC TO THE UNITED STATES. 
EDITED BY 
CAROLYN F. ULRICH 
Curer, Prriopicars Division, New Liprary. 
This Directory is planned for those interested in business and industry as well as for librarians 
of all types and sizes of libraries, not only as a tool for reference but also as an aid in the selection 
of titles for purchase. The list does not aim to be exhaustive, but its eight thousand selected 
titles represent the periodicals published in the United States and abroad, om a —_ 
France and Germany, which have been found most useful in American collections. 55/- net 


THE BOOKMAN’S MANUAL 
By BESSIE GRAHAM 
Fourtx Epition. 
to Literature on a plan which, in three earlier editions, has proved its peculiar value 
buyers of books. 
is an introduction to book knowledge with discussions of editions and their makers. It covers 
field of reading and brings it to date. Authors are listed alphabetically within each 
of literature—fiction, poetry, drama, mai be etc. British. Russian, French and other Con- 
tinental authors are included. All the books o each author are listed in chronological order 
date of publication. Publisher and price are given. 


FAMOUS LITERARY PRIZES AND THEIR WINNERS 
By BESSIE GRAHAM 

A handbook of information, revised and enlarged by Jessie H. Murray, with discussion end 

description of the character and details of over 60 prize awards given to books, followed bya 

of the titles that won each such award. Ninety-six pages, with index to titles, bound in 

cloth, size 5} by 8}. 6/6 net 


Sole Agents in the British Empire and Europe for the books of the R. R. Bowher Co., New York. 


J. WHITAKER SONS LTD. 
12 WARWICK LANE, E.C.4. 
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Telegrams— 
“ DUROFLEX,” BATH. 
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